Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1910. 

Gentlemen,— 

In  presenting  my  first  Report  to  you,  I 
regret  that  my  appointment  should  have 
been  caused  by  the  death  of  my  partner  in 
Ausust  last.  During  the  many  years  he  acted 
as  M.O.H.  it  was  no  doubt  the  keen  interest 
he  took  in  his  duties  that  was  the  cause  of 
his  giving  such  great  satisfaction. 

In  my  report,  which  includes  the  eight 
months  previous  to  my  appointment,  you 
will  find  a summary  of  the  general  health  of 
the  district,  number  of  births  and  deaths,  of 
the  zymotic  diseases,  and  principal  sanitary 
works  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  district  is  somewhat  triangular  in 
shape,  having  the  town  of  Ashburton  in 
almost  the  centre  of  its  base,  which  extends 
some  miles  in  an  easterly  and  westerly  direc- 
tion on  either  side  of  it ; it  is  partially 
bounded  by  the  River  Dart  and  the  Yeo,  and 
might  be  described  as  part  rural,  part 
urban.  The  acreage  is  6,925  acres,  and  the 
population  (Census  1901)  2,660. 

There  is  a woollen  manufactory  in  the  dis- 
trict, but  the  chief  industry  is  agriculture. 

House  accommodation  for  the  working 
classes  is  sufficient,  and  the  dwellings,  al- 
though most  old,  are  quite  fit  for  habitation. 
There  is  sufficient  open  spaces,  and  the  sur- 
roundings are  cleanly. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  there  were  51 
births  registered  (3  illegitimate),  32  girls  and 
19  boys,  the  average  birth  rate  for  ten  pre- 
vious years  being  57. 

DEATHS. — There  were  44  deaths — 21 
males  and  23  females — giving  a death  rate  of 
16.5,  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years 
being  17.8. 

Under  the  first  year  5 deaths  (1.9  of  births 
registered),  1st— 5th  year,  2 ; from  5th— 
15th  year,  2;  from  15th — 25th  year,  2;  from 
25th — 65th  year,  12;  and  65  upwards,  21. 
Deaths  were  classified  as  follows  : —Epidemic 
influenza,  1 ; phthisis,  3 ; cancer,  2 • bron- 
chitis, 3 ; pneumonia,  7 ; heart  diseases,  7 ; 
accidents,  2 ; all  other  causes,  19. 

The  birth  rate  is  19.1  per  1,000,  compared 
with  the  County  birth  rate  of  1909,  20  per 
1,000. 

The  death  rate  is  16.5,  compared  with  the 
County  death  rate  of  1909,  13.4.  Eighteen 
of  the  deaths  were  over  70  years  of  age.  The 
death  rate  under  1 year,  98  per  1,000,  is 
below  the  average  of  the  County  death  rate 
for  the  last  ten  years,  which  is  110.5  per 
1,000. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. — There  were  8 cases,  namely : 
Diphtheria,  1 ; erysipelas,  3 ; scarlet  fever, 
4.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  case  of  diph- 
theria is  reported  to  be  a recurrent  case. 
The  scarlet  fever  oases  were  contact  cases 
from  other  districts.  The  cases  of  erysipelas 
were  mild. 

METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFEC- 
TIOUS CASES. — Each  case  when  notified  is 
visited  at  once'.  Instructions  are  given  to 
the  attendants  as  to  isolation,  use  of  disinfec- 
tants, etc.  Disinfectants  are  freely  supplied 
when  required.  Houses  are  disinfected  at 
the  termination  of  the  disease. 

PHTHISIS. — No  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year.  There  is  no'  compulsory  notifica- 
tion except  to  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer. 
No  special  provision  is  made  for  patients  suf- 
fering from  phthisis.  Admission  to  the  Did- 
worthy  Sanatorium  is  obtained  by  letter. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  of  the  district  is 
ample.  It  is  obtained  from  springs  and  from 
a stream  which  comes  from  the  Moor.  It  has 
very  little  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  is  free 
from  pollution. 

MILK  SUPPLY  is  good.  The  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops  have  been  fre- 
quently visited,  and  no  cause  for  complaint 
found,  except  in  one  case,  which  was  recti- 
fied. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  have  been  regu- 
larly visited,  and  any  suggestions  made  have 
been  speedily  carried  out. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS  have 
been  visited,  but  no  serious  defects  found. 

BAKEHOUSES  are  kept  clean.  The  con- 
dition of  the  floors  has  been  a cause  of  com- 
plaint, their  surfaces  being  in  bad  repair. 
This  in  most  cases  has  been  remedied,  and 
the  others  are  under  repair. 

SEWERAGE  is  being  renewed,  and  the 
greater  part  is  done  in  the  urban  part  of  the 
District,  where  the  sewerage  is  disposed  of 
by  broad  irrigation.  In  the  rural  parts  of 
the  District  there  are  no  sewers. 

Excrement  is  disposed  of  in  those  parts  in 
gardens.  Earth  closets  and  pails  are  used. 
A new  sewer  has  been  laid  from  West  Street 
to  King’s  Bridge,  into  sewer  in  river. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  is  removed  in  the  town 
on  alternate  days.  The  removal  in  the  town 
is  by  contract.  In  the  rural  parts  it  is  dis- 
posed of  in  gardens. 

NUISANCES. — Fifteen  notices,  chiefly  ver- 
bal, were  issued,  and  all  nuisances  were 
abated. 

SCHOOLS. — It  has  not  been  necessary  to 
close  the  Schools.  A new  School  is  under 
consideration,  and  will  shortly  be  construc- 
ted. The  County  M.O.H.  is  School  Medical 
Officer. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS.— Public  Health  Act 
(Amendment  Act),  1890,  Part  3 ; Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889 ; and  Infec- 
tions Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
STANLEY  C.  JELLICOE. 
Totnes,  March,  1911. 


